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Today we come to the last of our short series called “Small Letters Big Ideas”. We come to the most difficult of the one chapter letters in the NT. It is complicated because it contains some things which seem so obscure and bizarre. Hopefully this morning as we look at the Big idea behind what Jude writes, it will produce more light and less darkness for you.
Read Jude

The writer of this letter is identified as Jude, servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James. The name Jude in greek is also the same as the name Judas. There are 5 Judas’ mentioned in the NT but Jude also mentions he is the Brother of James. Jude assumes his readers will know who he means by James. There was one prominent James in the NT church he was the brother of Jesus (Acts 15:13-21; Galatians 1:19). This makes Jude most likely the brother of Jesus as well! BUT Jude doesn’t think his family relationship to Jesus gives him any spiritual authority above others which is why he emphasises that he is servant of Christ, just like everyone else.
Jude thought the reason for writing his letter was so important that he rushes through the normal way of setting out a letter. He even misses the thanksgiving section out. In v3 Jude says that he was eager to write about the salvation they shared but he even had to let that slip because there was something important that he had to say.

We are reminded that the NT letters were generally written in response to things which were going on in the church. Jude isn’t any exception. The letter of Jude is written to combat false teaching that was distorting the Christian faith which is why Jude urges his readers very quickly in v3 to “contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints”. 
What was this erroneous teaching? Jude actually spends the majority of his letter saying what this teaching is and how it has already been condemned. Right the way from v3 to v19 we find Jude focuses on the negative. It is only from v20 to the end of the letter in v25 that Jude turns to the positive as to how the people should live in response to the false teaching. We are going to spend some time looking at the negative first because it is this section of the letter that contains some of the most obscure thoughts in the letter. After that we will move onto the positive and what it means for us. You will find it helpful to have your Bible open to follow as we look through the negative bit of Jude.
The essence of the false teaching that Jude writes against is found in v4 – “For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.”
Jude implies that travelling false teachers have slipped into the church. These men teach that the grace of God shown through the death of Jesus Christ is a licence for immorality. The “We don’t have to worry about the way we live our lives because God will forgive us” sentiment. We still see that in the church today, the assumption that God’s grace and unconditional love gives us the freedom to do anything. 
“Oh, it doesn’t matter if I take this home from work – technically it is stealing I know but God won’t mind, he’s a god of grace.” 
“I really desire / want that thing – I know that God has said I shouldn’t do it / have it – My desire is so strong so I will have it and I know that God will forgive me, he will show me grace.”
It is the presumption of grace when we willingly and continually disobey that is the problem. In Jude it is not confidence of approaching God in Grace when we find sin in our lives that is problem, it is continuing wilful rejection that is the problem. Jude says that the false teachers who lead people in this direction were condemned in writing long ago. In what way? Jude goes onto give three examples to show how licence was condemned in the OT and religious traditions of his day.

1. (v5) The Israelites coming out of Egypt. God brought them out of slavery through the “sea of reeds”, where the armies of Egypt were destroyed. Yet the first generation never got to experience the promised land and they wandered in the desert for 40yrs because they failed to trust that God would give them victory over the people who lived in the promised land. Just as God provided salvation to Israelites but they then faced judgement because they turned their back on him, so we cannot presume on God’s grace by accepting salvation but turning our backs on him.
2. (v6) The angels who did not keep their positions of authority. The first bizarre reference in Jude. Jude is not referring to an OT story but a popular tradition based on an OT story. Turn to Gen. 6:1-4 and read. The popular tradition was that the “sons of God” here in Gen. 6 were fallen angels. 1 Enoch a piece of Jewish writing from around the time of Jude says that God took the angel and imprisoned him in a covered hole in the desert to wait for the day of judgement. Jude’s readers would have been familiar with this story and so he used it as an illustration. The point is that in that story the angels did not keep their positions and so faced judgement. 
3. (v7) Sodom and Gomorrah. Jude refers to how the sexual immorality of the men of Sodom seeking to have sexual relations with the angels who had come to visit Lot led to judgement. Jude says that they are an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire – God sent burning sulphur on Sodom and Gomorrah, a picture of the burning fires of hell.
Jude is saying don’t think that licence is a good thing – grace is God’s gift but it doesn’t mean a licence to do anything. These examples show that licence has already been or should be condemned. Grace is there to enable us to live as God would have us live and not how we would like to live. Jude then returns to talking about the false teachers characters. He calls them dreamers – in Greek this word doesn’t just mean people who have an over active imagination, but the word is also used of the visions that prophets received. The false teachers seemed to have based that immoral behaviour on visions or words from God that they had claimed to have received. We need to be clear what Jude is saying here he is not condemning all uses of the Holy Spirit gifts but he condemning claiming a charismatic origin for sinful behaviour.

We can still find people who use the charismatic gifts to justify their sinful behaviour today eg. It is ok to leave my wife for this other woman because God has told me to etc. We need to make sure that whenever we believe we hear God speaking that it is him and not our sinful nature trying to justify itself.
“These dreamers pollute their flesh” – or in other words they sin. They reject authority – that is they reject the authority of what God has said. They also slander celestial being OR angels. Here we come to the second obscure verse from Jude – v9. This verse we are told by the early Church Fathers is an allusion to a piece of writing they knew about called the Assumption or Testament of Moses. Unfortunately it has been lost in the mists of time. 

What Jude appears to be saying here is that the false teachers were happy to rebuke or slander evil angels out of their own authority and they go beyond what even Archangel Michael was willing to do. According to the Testament of Moses the archangel Michael said “The Lord rebuke you” NOT “I rebuke you in my own authority” as Jude suggests the false teachers are saying. We have to accept that this bit of the letter is a bit obscure and what Jude is doing is doing what I do sometimes. I sometimes use a video clip of a modern day movie to make a point, Jude is using a contemporary story is the same way. We find other NT writers doing the same thing. Jude’s use of the story doesn’t necessarily mean that he considered the writing called the Assumption of Moses to be equally as inspired as all the Biblical books.
Jude then in v10 says that they abuse evil angels but they don’t understand what they are doing. As a kind of an aside he then says the things they do understand are about their instincts, their desires and they act like animals just following them. They don’t distinguish between right and wrong – desires become everything and they don’t question if it is right or wrong. If it “feels good it is good” has probably become the false teachers motto. Jude says “Wrong! This is not necessarily the case!”
Jude gives another three examples of why the false teachers face judgement in v11. They are like Cain (Genesis 4) – following the way of greed, hatred and murder.  They are like Balaam (Numbers 22-24) who was told by God not to curse Israel in response to the request of an opposing king. Balaam wavers in his loyalty to God enough to be considered to have led Israel into sin for personal gain. The false teachers seem to be leading people into sin for personal gain. They have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion (Numbers 16). Korah rose up in opposition to Moses and also God, so God brought judgement down on Korah and his family – the ground opened up and swallowed them up.
On goes Jude in his campaign again the false teachers. v12 – these false teachers blemishes at your love feasts. A love feast was a fellowship meal where communion was normally shared. 
They are blemishes – the greek word actually means a hidden reef in the sea, one which will shipwreck boats. The teachers are hidden problems which will shipwreck the church. 
They feed themselves – or in other words are out for personal gain. 

They are clouds without rain, autumn trees without fruit – they promise much but it never comes to pass. 

They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame – Probably Jude is alluding to Isaiah 57:20 “But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud.” 

They are wandering stars – The ancients liked regularity and put the movement of those stars that seemed to wander a great deal about the night sky was put down to evil angels.

In vv14-15 Jude quotes from 1 Enoch again. This time he takes the prophesy from 1 Enoch to be divinely inspired. Jude here is emphasising the coming judgement of God upon those who reject God. He says the false teachers face judgement because they give licence for people to do anything. Just because Jude saw this prophesy from 1 Enoch as being inspired by God it doesn’t mean the whole book of 1 Enoch is divinely inspired and should be part of our Bible. The early church fathers rejected the book of 1 Enoch as being completely inspired by God and so did not include it in the scripture. This doesn’t mean that 1 Enoch doesn’t contain truth in parts though. 
In vv16-19 Jude emphasises that the false teachers are out for themselves, they are lead by their sinful desires – lust and greed, they are un-spiritual and to cap it off Jude says they don’t even have the Holy Spirit. Otherwise they would not reject God.
So Jude comes to the end of his negative part of his letter. He pulls no punches in his description of the negative – he doesn’t gloss over it to make it sound better. He emphasises the ungodly nature of the false teachers and their emphasis on moral freedom, which presumes on the grace of God. Jude is saying don’t be like them, don’t accept them, watch out for them. They may sound spiritual but don’t go there! False teachers held onto grace only, which led to licence. In true Christianity grace and law have to come together. Grace doesn’t give us the freedom to do anything, but grace gives us the freedom to be the people that God would have us be in the midst of our struggle with sin. Jesus response to the woman caught in adultery was “go and sin no more” – Law and grace coming together. If we abuse grace we had better watch out or we may find ourselves on end of judgement like the false teachers – not a message we like hearing today but judgement is a Biblical truth we shouldn’t avoid or try to sweep under the carpet to hide.
If the negative part of Jude’s letter makes us feel insecure – uncertain if our salvation is true or if we are following the ways of the false teachers, Jude brings hope and help in the second positive part. After saying don’t “be like this”, Jude says “be like this”. Jude says if you want to avoid the ways of the false teachers, here is how to live as God’s people.

· Build each other up in the faith (v20)

We can read Jude’s word individualistically – “I must build myself up in the faith”. In the Greek Jude is actually speaking collectively. “You the community of God build yourselves us in the faith.” It is the picture of us all working together to build each other up in the faith. I build you up, you build me up, you build those sitting next to you in the pews up and so on.

We build each other up in the faith – in the body of teaching that is Christianity and how that means we live our lives. We grapple with God’s truth together and what it means for us as his community. Building each other up doesn’t just mean helping each other learn facts it also means helping each other live the life, living the implications of those facts. As we build each other up it takes us away from false teaching to God’s truth. We challenge, we correct, we encourage, we teach, we show the way and so on.

· Pray in step with the Spirit (v20)

Jude says we should pray in the Spirit, this is in contrast to the false to teachers who don’t have the Spirit (v19). What does Jude mean by praying in the Spirit?

Praying under the guidance and control of the Holy Spirit. It compares with the Paul tells us to “walk in the spirit” when we walk in the Spirit we follow in the footsteps of where the Spirit leads. When we pray in the Spirit we allow him to guide us and lead us. This doesn’t necessarily mean that we need a charismatic revelation from God every time before we will pray.
The Spirit has already spoken in God’s word (the Bible) and our prayers need to be in line with this to be in line with the Spirit. Jude is saying pray for thing line with what God has already revealed and is revealing. The false teachers taught licence which meant they could dismiss the moral commands of God. Jude says if you pray in step with the Spirit you won’t pray for things against what God has already revealed.

If we want to make sure that we are not following in the footsteps of false teachers we need to make sure that our prayers are permeated by and in line with the revelation of God. Only the will we know that we are praying in the Spirit.
· Keep yourself in God’s love by being obedient (v21)
Jude says that we are to make sure that we are keeping ourselves in the love of God. So that we don’t face judgement like false teachers would. How do we keep ourselves in the love of God. There are hints throughout the book of Jude and it is also said specifically in the Gospel of John 15:9-10 where Jesus says:

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love.”

The false teachers problem was that their continual disobedience meant that they forfeited their fellowship with God.
· Keep hopeful (v21)

Keep hopeful, why? “As you with for the mercy of our Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life” says Jude. There is eager anticipation as we look forward to what God has promised. Our salvation doesn’t depend on us. Keep in the faith, pray in the Spirit, keep in God’s love through obedience and keep hopeful as you wait to what God has promised.

Jude says if do all these things you know you are on the right track and don’t need to worry about being like the false teachers. And then you will have the strength to reach out to those who are being led astray. If you are mature in the faith you can help others who are being draw away by false teaching.
v22-23 – “Be merciful to those who doubt; 23snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.”

First workout how to approach them according to where they are – do they need mercy and explanation because they doubt, do they need a hard yanking away from the fire. Seek to bring a person back in way which is appropriate to where they are in the journey away from the faith.

Jude says do this though with care – show mercy mixed with fear, why? You need to show mercy to those believing false things but be careful as you could still be led down their path. That is why Jude emphasise the need for growth and maturity in v20-21 before he moves onto helping others in v22-23.
Even though we have done all this we can still feel insecure in our faith – is my salvation still secure we can think? Jude gives us assurance right at the end of his letter.

v24-25 – “To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—25to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.”
God is our saviour he can keep us from falling, so that we are presented before him without fault and great joy in the last day. Yes we need to live the life God calls us to but ultimately Christ is our saviour, he is full of grace and mercy and this we need to rely upon.
To sum up the message of Jude we can do it in one sentence:

“Keep from falling as you are kept from falling”
It reminds me of the moto of Spurgeon’s Bible College – “et teneo, et tenor”. I hold as I am held. We hold onto God, he holds on to us in mercy and grace. We keep from falling as God keeps us from falling and that is the most secure place to be. Salvation is a gift but we must live in such a way in response to this gift so we don’t end up rejecting God.
Illustration: Two volunteers. Each hold one arm out. A grab the wrist of B, whilst B’s hand is loose. B pull his arm to try to release it and the arms should separate. A grab the wrist of B, whilst B grabs the wrist of A. Now both pull. Shouldn’t part arms as there is secure grip. This is the kind of grip you would use you were trying to hang onto someone who was about to fall say from a bridge or building you were on top of. It is the same picture with us – We hold onto God through the way we live our lives and as our saviour he keeps us from falling as well. Our salvation is secure!!
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